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The Cleveland Museum of Art Presents 


Indian Classical Dances with Shobana on Nov. 21 
“Shobana sparkles like a world famous sapphire on a colorful performance.” — Chicago Tribune 


CLEVELAND (Oct. 29, 2003) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) opens its acclaimed VIVA! Festival of 
Performing Arts with a performance by the award winning Indian film star, dancer and choreographer, Shobana, 
on Friday, Nov. 21, 2003, at 7:30 p.m. in the Museum’s Gartner Auditorium. 

Admission to the performance is $27 and $24; $24 and $21 for CMA members. Only a limited number of 
tickets are available by calling 216-421-7350 or 1-888-CMA-0033, or visiting online at www.ClevelandArt.org. 

Initially disapproved of as a dancer, Shobana quickly won over her critics and soon became one of India’s 
most prolific performers by winning major dance and film awards, including India’s highest film award, the 
National Film Award. Shobana performs the Indian classical dance form Bharatha Natyam. Intially performed as 
part of ritual worship by a class of temple dancers who had devoted their life to divine service, Bharatha Natyam 
gradually extended to royal courts and to the public arena. 

Shobana began studying Bharatha Natyam at the age of three and has since established herself as a pre- 
eminent exponent of this sensuous dance form performing in a wide range of traditional and contemporary 
platforms. 

Particularly known for her clarity of line and strong rhythmic command, Shobana is often seen as the ideal 
teacher of this expressive form. In 1991, when she was only 20 years old, she opened a private dance school, 
Kalarpana in an effort to share her knowledge with the next generation of young dancers. She now takes pride in 
her teaching, having completed nearly 2,000 performances around the world with her students. In her Cleveland 
debut, six dancers and four musicians will accompany her. 

The next performance in the VIVA! Festival of Performing Arts will be the Flamenco Festival: An 
Evening with Spain’s Finest, Manuela Carrasco and Company, on Friday, Jan. 30, 2004, at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Museum’s Gartner Auditorium. One of the greatest exponents of flamenco puro, Ms. Carrasco and her company 
were one of the highlights of Flamenco Festival 2002 in New York City. Tickets are available for $35 and $31; $31 
and $28 for CMA members by calling (216) 421-7350 or 1-888-CMA-0033 or buying online at 


www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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Promotional support for VIVA! is provided by WNWV The Wave 107.3. 

The Museum receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council and the Institute for Museum and 
Library Services. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 





HH 


